to the people of this entire country, but especially to the whites of the South. And while he is, perhaps, for a great while to come, not to be a very important factor in the practice of dentistry, anything relating to his physical well being must interest the earnest seeker after truth who may belong to our calling. When I entered the dental profession, now nearly fort}' years ago, the opinion prevailed among dentists and physicians that the colored population of the slave states entire, were blessed with much better teeth than the whites of the same region. A little observation showed the fallacy of this opinion, that in fact their teeth were in quality far below those of the whites. A little investigation showed that this opinion resulted from superficial knowledge, that the careless observer was misled first, by the glaring contrast between the color of the teeth and gums, for it must be borne in mind that the pigment giving color to the skin does in a large majority of cases also color the lips and gums. 
